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   Mission Statement:  As a school community, Evans 

   Elementary will develop students who are Respectful,  
   Responsible and Ready to learn. 

 
November 07 
 
Principal:  Mr. G. D’Archangelo  Mail:7600 Evans Rd. Tel:(604)858-3057  Fax:(604)858-1796 

 
Dear Parents / Guardians; 
 
As some of you may know, I have 3 children; Antonio 16, in Grade 11, Alexa 13, in Grade 8 and Elena 
7, in Grade 2. Like all parents, my wife and I have feel blessed to have our children part of our family 
and like many parents, we have sometimes wished that our children were born with an operating manual 
so that we could “fix” whatever isn‘t working right from time to time. Like all children in a family, each 
of our children has their own unique qualities, which, at times is wonderful and at other times is a 
source of frustration. One major difference in my children is in their ability to read and when they 
actually began “reading”. My son developed his reading skills slowly. He loved being read to when he 
was little and then once he was in school developed his skills accordingly. He went from reading books 
with one or two words on a page to reading “Franklin” books then the “Magic Treehouse” series to 
increasingly more demanding books as the years went by. Alexa surprised us because she seemed to 
have picked up reading without much help from her parents. She went from being read to, to reading 
Dr. Seuss books on her own in Kindergarten to reading “Little House in the Big Woods” for sharing in 
the Spring of Grade 1. Then there is Elena. She loves books, has always wanted to be read to, but, 
“….I don’t want to read daddy because it is too hard,” which is something we have heard often. As an 
educator and as a parent of two other children who have always loved to read (I am sure one was born 
with a book in her hands), these words the first time were a bit surprising to say the least. Taking 
this statement to heart my wife and I have decided to take a different tactic with Elena. As parents, 
we realize that having the skill of Reading is vital to the future success of our children, but this skill 
doesn’t magically happen overnight. It takes practice, practice, more practice and patience. We try 
and take every opportunity to encourage her to read as she goes about her day, whether it is sharing 
the night reading with mom or dad reading one section and Elena reading one section, or it is having her 
write out the grocery list each week.  An added incentive at this time of year is the Christmas Wish 
Book. It is amazing how important it is to know how to read when you need to make choices for the 
all-important SANTA LETTER. 
As parents we sometimes assume that a skill will come naturally to our children because it is easy for 
us as adults or because our other children acquired the skill quickly. As reading “coaches”, we parents 
must share the many tools we have acquired over a lifetime of reading to encourage our fledgling 
readers. We need to continuously help them build their own repertoire of skills for understanding what 
they have read. The North Vancouver School District developed the following list of strategies to keep 
in mind and discuss when reading with your children: 
 WHEN I READ: 

- I think about what I already know. - I predict what will happen next  
- I figure out words I do not know. - I think about my reading and I fix my mistakes. 
- I make a picture in my head - I connect what I know with what I am reading. 
- I figure out the important ideas. - I get the information from words and pictures. 
- I identify parts of the story. - I summarize my reading. 
- I figure out the messages. -  I reflect and I respond 

 
Keep this list handy and feel free to address 1 or 2 with your children when they read. It is amazing the discussions that ensue 
when you spend some quality time building and reinforcing the skill of reading with your children. 
Until next monthÉ 
Gabe 



November Dates to Remember: 
 
Friday, November 9 – Remembrance Day 
Assembly 
Each year, schools across our country 
participate in assemblies to commemorate the 
lives that have been lost in past wars.  Our children are our 
future and the assembly is an opportunity for them to learn 
of mistakes that have been made in the past and hopefully 
lead our world into one of peace and understanding 
between individuals, races, religions and nations. Our 
assembly, with many of our students actively participating, 
will begin at 10:40 a.m. and parents are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  
 
Monday, November 12 – Remembrance Day 
All schools in Canada will be closed on November 12 in 
recognition of Remembrance Day. I hope that some of you 
are able to participate in the services in our community. 
 
Monday, November 19 – Assembly 
Please feel free to join us for our bi-
weekly regular assembly, where we 
recognize student achievement and 
school spirit is celebrated. The 
assembly begins at 8:25 a.m.  
 
Monday, November 26 – PAC Meeting 
This monthÕs PAC meeting is being held in our Library, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Please take this opportunity to meet 
the people who are spending countless hours providing 
things for your children ranging from Hot Lunches to 
equipment and other resources in the classroom. 
Remember, all parents are automatic members of the PAC 
and if you have some extra time to share with our school 
we would appreciate your ideas, your expertise and 
assistance. 
 
Wednesday, November 28 – School-wide Hike # 3 
Our third hike of the year will have our students walking 
the Rotary Trail to the Blue Heron Reserve. Participating 
classes will be leaving the school by school bus 
at 8:40 a.m. and returning at noon. If you are 
interested in joining us on this hike and you 
have had a completed Criminal Record 
Check, please contact your childÕs teacher.  
 
Thursday, November 29 – Term # 1 Report 
Cards 
Our first term report cards are handed out on November 
29th. Please celebrate your childÕs successes and develop 
goals with them for the second term. If you have any 
questions regarding your childÕs progress report, please 
feel free to contact your childÕs teacher and set up a 
meeting to discuss your concerns. 
 
Friday, November 30 – “Deck the Halls” 
ÒDeck the HallsÓ is an afternoon where our students spend 
some time making decorations to adorn our school for the 
Christmas season. Some classes will have their classes 

working with buddy classes and others will have their 
students working in groups with other peer students. Please 
feel free to visit our school on this afternoon and see what 
our classes are doing. 
 

Other Items of Interest  
 
Exceeding Expectations: 
Six students were recognized at the last assembly for being 
role models both in their classrooms and around the school 
in the month of October. Jorja VanWinkle in 
Kindergarten, was recognized for her social 
responsibility skills. Shannon Bal in Grade 2, 
was recognized for her listening skills. Jon 
Steele in Grade 3, was recognized for his 
assignment completion. Amber Loessin and 
Connor McCracken in Grade 4, were 
recognized for their accomplishment on a social 
studies quiz. Nicholas Bergman in Grade 6, 
was recognized for his exceptional classroom behavior and 
for his organizational skills. As well as the public thank 
you that these children received, they will an opportunity 
to go for lunch with Mr. D. on November 15th. 
 
Math Corner: 
Our winners of a movie pass this 
past month were: Jared Allemann, 
Zach Baldwin, Nicholas Bergman, 
Jordan Bernard, Naomye Jones, Jane Kelly, CJ Martin, 
Mackenzie OÕConnal, Emileigh Pearson, Megan Rehdner, 
Avery Wilkins, Austin White. Each of these students 
correctly solved the math challenge of the week for their 
class and had their name drawn from a multitude of entries. 
 Please ask your child to share with you the Math Question 
of the Week for their class each week.  
 
Careful When You Cross: 
As many of you know and may have also 
experienced, crossing Knight Road at the 
Evans Road intersection can at times be 
an adventure. In an effort to make our 
studentsÕ walk to school a viable and safe alternative to 
being driven every morning, we are attempting to organize 
adult Crossing Guards to monitor the Crosswalk at this 
intersection. The crossing guards will be on duty from 7: 
55 a.m. to 8:20 a.m. every week day morning and from 
2:00 Ð 2:20 p.m   every weekday afternoon. We understand 
that this is a challenging intersection to monitor, but many 
of our children are using this intersection each day. If you 
are able to volunteer to monitor this crosswalk during any 
of the above-mentioned times, please contact the office as 
soon as possible. All of the crossing guards, will be trained 
by the RCMP prior to beginning their volunteer service. 
Establishing Crossing Guards is only a temporary first step 
in making that particular crosswalk safer for our students.  
Our committee, led by Lee and Wayne Martin, and Tracy 
Gray have had 2 formal meetings with representatives from 
the RCMP, ICBC, the Chilliwack School District, the City 
of Chilliwack and the Safer Cities program. Progress 



 
has been positive on several fronts but, we have been stalled on two significant issues: designating the stretch of 
Evans Road in front of the school as a 30Km School Zone and installing a traffic light at the Evans and Knight Road 
intersection in this school year. The committee is now in the process of formulating a new plan of action where our concerns 
will be heard at a more public forum. Please stay tuned for further updates.  

 
Library Update: 
It is becoming obvious that the majority of our students are reading profusely each evening and building up the days towards 
reaching our school wide goal of every child reading 250 nights this year. Kiwanis have once again sponsored this district wide 
program and they are looking forward to presenting awards to ALL of our students at the 100 Night Reading Assembly. Please 
continue to encourage your child to read for 20 minutes each evening. 
Mrs. Hermans has booked the Scholastic Book Fair for the first week in December. To ensure itsÕ success Mrs. Hermans is 
asking for parent volunteers to help her with the Book Fair as children have a look at and select from ScholasticÕs newest 
offerings. If you are able to help, please contact Mrs. Hermans at the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Warm Place to Wait: 
 
As the weather begins to get colder, it is important that our children have comfortable and 
warm places to be when they arrive at school in the morning and wait for classes to begin. 

One area we would like our students have access to in the mornings is our school library. We 
would like to have our students come into the building and wait in the library in the mornings 
prior to the first bell. In order to be able to do this, we are asking for parental volunteers to help 
supervise the students in the library. If you are able to help us with this new endeavor in the 
mornings, beginning at 7:50 a.m., please contact the office as soon as possible. Thank you in 
advance for your support. 
 

 
 
Poppies for Remembrance Day 
 
We have a poppy available for each student at our school and we are accepting donations on behalf of the Legion at the office. 
The students have been told that they can bring in a donation any time, but we will not be giving out the poppies until our 
assembly on Friday. Please have your child bring their donation to the office any time this week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPIRIT WEAR!!!!!!! 
 
 This year all of our students and family members have an opportunity to purchase Evans Elementary School t-shirts, long-
sleeve t-shirts, and zippered hoodies. The t-shirt and zippered hoodie is Navy Blue with white lettering for the school logo. The 
t-shirt will have a small school logo on the front of the shirt above the left breast. The zippered hoodie will have a large school 
logo on the back of the hoodie. The long-sleeved t-shirt will be white with the words Evans down one arm and Thunder down 
the other arm in Navy Blue. 
 
The t-shirt and the long-sleeved t-shirt will be 100% cotton and the zippered hoodie is 50/50 poly-cotton. All orders must be 
into the school by Monday November 19th. We have sample sizes at the office for children/adults to try on if you are unsure of a 
size to purchase. If you require more information, please contact us at the office. 
 
Please return this form with the appropriate payment to the school prior to Monday November 19th. Please make all cheques 
payable to Evans Elementary School.   Please be aware that we are not able to accept post-dated cheques.  
 
 
Student Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
TeacherÕs Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please check which item(s) you are purchasing and the appropriate size(s) 
 
 
____ Navy Blue T-shirt  (100% Cotton) 
 

($12. 00 tax included) 
 
Youth size: ____ small ____ medium    ____ large ____ x-large 
 
Adult size: ____ small ____ medium    ____ large ____ x-large   ____ xx-large 
 
 
____ White long-sleeved t-shirt    (100% Cotton) 
 

(Youth sizes  $16. 00 tax included) 
 
Youth size: ____ small ____ medium    ____ large ____ x-large 
 
   (Adult sizes  $21. 00 tax included) 
 
Adult size: ____ small ____ medium    ____ large ____ x-large   ____ xx-large 
 
 
____ Navy Blue Zippered Hooded sweatshirt  (50 / 50 Poly-Cotton) 
 

(Youth sizes  $ 30. 00 tax included) 
 
Youth size: ____ small ____ medium    ____ large ____ x-large 
 
   (Adult sizes  $35. 00 tax included) 
 
Adult size: ____ small ____ medium    ____ large ____ x-large   ____ xx-large 
 
 


